i convalescmg in a hospltal
‘ ‘France where he has returned: af-
L ter five months with the fighting
" men at the battlefronts, accordlng
) word received here from the
headquarters of the army’s com-:
munications - zone somewhere in/
the European theater.
~Arriving at Utah Beach, Nor-
mandy, just five days after D-Day,
Chaplain O’Neill went. at once to
the front which at that time was
‘near: Monteburg. Without definite
" assignment he came alone to give
spiritual help where it was most
‘needed—up front with the infan-
try. Patients at the hospital who
knew him in combat say that
Father O’Neill mxght easlly haye
stayed 'behind the armor ﬁhd
; artlllery, but’ instead was always
‘ip’where the mfantFy was break—x
¢ throvgh... Bt 7
Had Close Calls, :
“"“I've never known a man hke
hlm ? one of the wounded soldlers
. ‘8aid of the chaplain. “In his shoes,
any of us would have played it
| safe, but he was right there w;‘ch‘
- us all the time and had plenty of
. close calls, T remember one time
'a German plane was strafing our|
. lines ‘and stopped  just beiore it|
reached the Chaplain and us, and:
then-it started ‘again on. the other|
. side. I guess it was. some sort of‘
' a miracle” 1
Never 1ong thh one orgamza»
| tlon, ‘Chaplain O’Neill went where
¢ he was needed.’ From the beach-
. head he ‘went 'to a field artﬂlery‘
 group, ‘then with the infantry to,
Cherbourg: and ‘after the St. Lo|
! break-through sped across  Brit-|
tany to Brest, He was:the first to}
\enter captured German prison |
) osbltals, where he_cheered Allied

':‘glve hls serv1ce where 1t
“-most < needed, Y said Father
“O’Neill, “In compat. it is most)
! needed swhere ;the infantryman' 1s‘
. face to face with ‘the enemy. |
Chaplam O’Neill  entered  the
“haplain’s corps in March 1942,
“From Fort Eustice, Va., he joined|
tthe 106th infantry d1v1swn at Fort |
i Jackson, S.C. Last February;wh
left for England to ‘take® part ‘m‘
»pre-mvasmn ‘maneuvers.

A .graduate of St ylctor s 'col-
lege Bour nals,
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