
Summer 2008 
Reminiscing about summers past brings up many happy memories – picnics, 
barbecues, the ice cream truck, parades, the beach, family vacations, and 
watermelon to name a few. Swimming, whether at a public or private pool, a 
lake, an ocean or the ol’ swimmin’ hole, is generally a fond summertime 
memory also.  

This summer will be long remembered for swimming, especially with the 
Olympics of 2008 held in Beijing – all the gold medals won and the records broken. Wow! 
Competitive swimming has become such a popular sport now. 

Thinking back, was swimming a sport at St. Viator College in Bourbonnais, IL? Looking 
through The Viatorian, the St. Viator College journal/newspaper, a few articles proved most 
interesting.  

The first mention of the college having a swimming team, as well as, both tennis and golf 
teams, appeared in the Editorial section of the Christmas 1923 issue. Those three sports 
were considered minor sports then. 
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It didn’t take long to spur interest in this sport. In the very next issue, January 1924, the 
photo and caption below was published, however, with no identification of the five team 
members or the coach. The coach looks like Fr. John W. Maguire, CSV (front row, center) 
who was the Vice-President of St. Viator College at the time. The others remain 
unidentified. 
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The construction of a new gymnasium was begun immediately after the fire which destroyed 
the old one in January 1926. It now contained a modern swimming tank, which is 75 feet by 
30 feet.  
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By May 1927, the college had its first interclass swimming meet in the new tank. It was 
hoped that this would create more enthusiasm for the sport. How could it not with the 
‘fancy diving’ and ‘plunging for distance’ events? 
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The newspaper collection from St. Viator College spans from 1883-1938 and has many 
interesting stories of life on campus. They conjure up many thoughts, memories and 
emotions – at the very least it might make you smile because…times…they are a changin’! 

Enjoy the rest of the summer, relax and reminisce! 
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