Migrations and New Evangelization
(Taken from the November 2011 J/P Alert of the Conference of Major Superiors of Men)

VATICAN CITY, 19 OCT 2011 (VIS) - "Migrations and New Evangelization" is the theme
chosen by Benedict XVI for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2012, which will be
celebrated on 15 January 2012. Extracts from the English-language edition of the text are given
below:

"Proclaiming Jesus Christ the one Savior of the world 'constitutes the essential mission of the
Church. It is a task and mission which the vast and profound changes of present-day society
make all the more urgent'. Indeed, today we feel the urgent need to give a fresh impetus and new
approaches to the work of evangelization in a world in which the breaking down of frontiers and
the new processes of globalization are bringing people and peoples even closer. This is both
because of the development of the means of social communication and because of the frequency
and ease with which individuals and groups can move about today."

"Internal or international migration, in fact, as an opening in search of better living conditions or
to flee from the threat of persecution, war, violence, hunger or natural disasters, has led to an
unprecedented mingling of persons and peoples, with new problems not only from the human
standpoint but also from the ethical, religious and spiritual viewpoints. The current and obvious
consequences of secularization, the emergence of new sectarian movements, widespread
insensitivity to the Christian faith and a marked tendency to fragmentation are obstacles to
focusing on a unifying reference that would encourage the formation of 'one family of brothers
and sisters in societies that are becoming ever more multiethnic and intercultural, where also
people of various religions are urged to take part in dialogue, so that a serene and fruitful
coexistence with respect for legitimate differences may be found'.... Our time is marked by
endeavors to efface God and the Church's teaching from the horizon of life, while doubt,
skepticism and indifference are creeping in, seeking to eliminate all the social and symbolic
visibility of the Christian faith.”

"Asylum seekers, who fled from persecution, violence and situations that put their life at risk,
stand in need of our understanding and welcome, of respect for their human dignity and rights, as
well as awareness of their duties. Their suffering pleads with individual States and the
international community to adopt attitudes of reciprocal acceptance, overcoming fears and
avoiding forms of discrimination, and to make provisions for concrete solidarity also through
appropriate structures for hospitality and resettlement programs. All this entails mutual help
between the suffering regions and those which, already for years, have accepted a large number
of fleeing people, as well as a greater sharing of responsibilities among States.

"Christian communities are to pay special attention to migrant workers and their families by
accompanying them with prayer, solidarity and Christian charity, by enhancing what is
reciprocally enriching, as well as by fostering new political, economic and social planning that
promotes respect for the dignity of every human person, the safeguard of the family, access to
dignified housing, to work and to welfare."



